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LONDON — Residents of a semi-rural Welsh community say they have not seen a flicker of light for two
years, a symptom of a disappearing nightlife scene caused by a rise in house prices and the recession.
Nearby Powys county council began drafting a plan to curtail alcohol in the community of Eglwysfa, located
about 100 miles southwest of the capital, earlier this year after meeting with residents to discuss its impact.
Faced with an area full of derelict buildings and rampant crime, Eglwysfa residents decided the problem
was one of alcohol and voted to curb drinking in their area. “A decade ago it was a magnet for people from
the cities and it had a vibrant nightlife scene. It was a popular destination for drinkers from Cardiff,
Newport and elsewhere,” said councillor Rhiannon Saunders, who spearheaded the proposal. “A lot of
people bought houses in the area. It changed the character. There are still some residents who want to keep
it rural, but there are others who want to turn it into a tourist area and make it an attraction.” The area is
being considered for a rural retreat for the British Film Institute and for Wales to host its own version of the
Edinburgh Festival. On average, Welsh homeowners paid almost 50 percent more for their homes in the
first quarter of this year than a year earlier, compared with a rise of 5.8 percent nationally, according to the
latest data from the Land Registry. In Eglwysfa, the average price of an average home was £110,000,
compared with £76,000 in the Welsh capital of Cardiff. “In the last couple of years, the recession and the oil
price have put the brakes on things,” said local resident Michael McCarthy, who helped to draw up the
plans. “It’s a community with a lot of retirees who want to stay in the countryside.” The plans will be
discussed in a cabinet meeting on Thursday, but campaigners believe they will face an uphill battle. “We
will not get much public support for this, especially given that a lot of people in the area work in Cardiff and
Newport,” said Saunders. “We have changed the council’s ethos. There are a lot of community groups that
can’t even afford a cup of coffee, let alone organize a party.”
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